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Tariff Committee. Had he been living in a place
where the Chamberlain policy in connection with
South Africa, which was in many parts of the country
a matter of violent controversy, was often more
vigorously assailed, he might have been provoked
against his natural inclination into a more active
participation in politics for the defence of that policy.
In Birmingham, however, support for Chamberlain
was overwhelming, of which emphatic testimony was
given when Mr. Lloyd George attempted to address
a meeting in Birmingham in opposition to that
policy, and was forced to retire by a back door in
the guise of a policeman.

One rather unexpected result of the Boer War
upon Neville Chamberlain personally was the fact
that it involved him as plaintiff in a libel action. The
Star was at that time featuring a series of articles
alleging the use of political pressure in the securing
of Government contracts for cordite. As an instance
of this they cited the firm of Kynoch's, the chairman
of which was Mr. Arthur Chamberlain. The gravamen
of the Star's attack was really directed against
Joseph Chamberlain and Austen Chamberlain, who
were members of the Government, but the libel was
upon Mr. Arthur Chamberlain, who was chairman
of the company.  The case was fought out, and Sir
Edward Clarke, who was leading counsel for Mr.
Arthur Chamberlain, dealt faithfully with the con-
tention that the attacks should really be regarded
as a sort of political fair comment: "the suggestion
is/' he said, "that the assault was intended to be
directed against Mr. Joseph Chamberlain and Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, and that if Mr. Arthur Chamber-
lain was hit in the attack that was because he enjoyed
the privilege of being Mr. Joseph Chamberlain's
brother, and he must always remember as a consola-
tion that his brother is in the Cabinet/1  Mr. Arthur